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FS Seed Division renews commitment to Illinois Ag in the Classroom programs 
 
Bloomington, Ill. — The FS Seed Division of GROWMARK recently renewed its commitment 
to Illinois Ag in the Classroom programs with a check for nearly $59,000. The check was 
presented to IAA Foundation chairman Philip Nelson at a ceremony held November 19, 2009 in 
Bloomington.  
 
“Although agriculture is constantly advancing and continues to be an integral part of our lives, 
today’s youth are becoming less and less exposed to it,” said Steve Barwick, GROWMARK 
senior vice president of marketing and operations. “In the past, it was common to have some link 
to agriculture in every family, either directly or indirectly. Kids today are becoming less 
conscious of the importance of agriculture and are not making the connection between how it is 
vital to their everyday lives.”  
 
The FS Seed Division has provided annual contributions to the Illinois Ag in the Classroom 
program since 2003. One-half of the donation is used for direct grants administered by FS 
member cooperatives at the local level. This year’s contribution brings the six-year total to 
nearly $349,000.  
 
The IAA Foundation was established in 1987 to support educational, research and charitable 
activities which benefit agriculture, Illinois farm families, and county Farm Bureaus. Illinois Ag 
in the Classroom provides agriculture-based curricula for K-8 students and teacher training. The 
IAA Foundation supports Illinois Ag in the Classroom programs through a variety of annual 
fundraising and donations such as the one from FS Seed.  
 
GROWMARK is a regional cooperative providing agriculture-related products and services and 
grain marketing in the Midwest and Ontario, Canada. FS brand farm supplies and related 
services are also marketed to farmers in the northeastern United States and by GROWMARK 
subsidiaries. Additional information is available at www.growmark.com or from your local FS 
member cooperative. 
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